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Feb. 6: Economic experts from European Community, Central America and the Contadora Group
nations met in Guatemala City for the second day to examine several proposals related to finance,
agriculture, and industrial development projects for the region. Technical meetings preceded
the Feb. 9-10 ministerial meetings. European Commissioner for Latin America Claude Cheysson
met Peruvian leaders in Lima for talks on Central America in preparation for the ministerial level
meeting of European Community (EC) foreign ministers with Central American and Contadora
Group counterparts. Cheysson declined to give details of his talks with President Alan Garcia
but said he was briefed by Foreign Minister Allan Wagner on a recent Central American tour by
members of the Contadora Group and its Support Group. The commissioner said he wanted to
hear the views of the Support Group, of which Peru is a member, before the Feb. 9-10 meetings in
Guatemala City. At the end of a meeting with Mexican officials Spanish Foreign Minister Fernandez
Ordonez said a regional negotiated solution is the only way to resolve Central American problems.
He told reporters in Mexico City that the origins of regional problems is economic: "Central
America is suffering the consequences of poverty and neglect." Ordonez stated his government
supports Contadora and Mexico in the attempt to negotiate a global and regional solution to the
Central American conflict. The minister was visiting Mexico to discuss the Central American
situation and to review Spanish-Mexican economic relations before attending the EEC meeting in
Guatemala City where he would represent Spain as Community member. Feb. 9: In an inaugural
address at the National Theatre in Guatemala City, Guatemalan President Vinicio Cerezo called
on the EC to assist Central America in achieving peace and avoiding war. The ceremony was
attended by the foreign ministers or their representatives from EC nations, the Contadora Group,
Honduras, Nicaragua, Guatemala and Costa Rica. Cerezo said all Central American nations are
brothers, and that joint solutions are possible based on respective interests and needs, and free
from foreign pressure or interference. Speaking on behalf of the Contadora Group, Venezuelan
Foreign Minister Alberto Consalvi said the meeting opened a range of possibilities for economic
benefits to the region. He reiterated that solutions to regional problems should be based on the selfdetermination of respective populations, rather than external pressures. Consalvi emphasized that
the roots of regional conflicts are centuries of backwardness and inequalities. Salvadoran Foreign
Minister Ricardo Acevedo Peralta was conspicuously absent from the ceremony at the National
Theatre. According to Latin American diplomats, his absence likely was meant as an expression
of disagreement with European preferences for Contadora over US policy in the region, and with
this, a Costa Rican proposal which specifies significant changes in Nicaraguan domestic affairs. The
Salvadoran government is expected to lend its official support for the Costa Rican initiative at a Feb.
15 meeting in San Jose. "We came in the spirit of giving our support to Central America and to avoid
a deepening of the crisis," said Belgian Foreign Minister Leo Tindemans, the current EC president.
Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel D'Escoto told reporters the meetings with the EC are important
because Central America was too economically dependent on the United States. "To be politically
independent we need to develop our international economic relations." D'Escoto said El Salvador,
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Honduras and Costa Rica had formed a bloc against Nicaragua and it was a "black page" in the
region's history when countries sided with the United States against a neighbor. Feb. 10: Predictions
about results of the meeting were not particularly optimistic, although endorsement of Contadora
negotiations was expected. Many diplomats and other observers are waiting to see to what extent
Western Europe is willing to use its influence in the international arena to counter US policy in the
region. Although the EC proposes to encourage the flow of direct foreign investment into the region,
and the recovery of Central American foreign trade, Latin America as a whole is not a priority in
EC economic relations. Priority regions in terms of EC trade preferences and economic aid are Asia,
the Caribbean and Pacific rim nations. As reported by James LeMoyne of the NEW YORK TIMES
(02/11/87), differences between Nicaragua and other Central American nations were evident at
the EEC meeting. "There is no willingness to settle their differences," said a European diplomat.
"The chances of a negotiated settlement are about nil." "Here are four countries [Guatemala, Costa
Rica, Honduras and El Salvador] who have democratic principles and institutions and one country,
Nicaragua, which does not have democratic institutions," said Costa Rican Foreign Minister Rodrigo
Madrigal Nieto. Despite such criticisms of Nicaragua, the European delegates said they remained
opposed to the US policy of military force. For the Europeans, the Contadora effort is the best way
of averting a US-led invasion of Nicaragua which they say their governments oppose. Lady Young,
British representative at the meetings repeatedly stressed support for Contadora. Three European
representatives expressed concern over a recent European tour by US presidential envoy to Central
America, Philip Habib. Habib strongly suggested the possibility of a US attack on Nicaragua and
asked for reduced European support for the Sandinista government. EEC representatives agreed
that all Community aid to Central America, estimated at about $75 million this year, would be
channeled to regional institutions rather than directly to governments. This decision, according to
LeMoyne, was taken in part because of intense pressure by Washington on European countries
to reduce direct aid to Nicaragua. Next, the Europeans reportedly sidestepped a suggestion by
Mexican diplomats that they form a separate "support group" to strengthen the Contadora process.
The 12 EC countries were expected to emphasize their shared perspective that Central America's
conflicts are ultimately rooted in the enormous gap between the rich and poor. Regional problems,
the Europeans say, should not be confused with East-West rivalry. In contrast, Washington and its
regional allies lay the blame for unrest on Nicaragua, which is accused of trying to spread revolution
to its neighbors. European involvement in Central America is seen by many as a counter-force to
US influence. The first EC meeting took place in San Jose, Costa Rica, in 1984; the second was in
Luxembourg in 1985. At the two previous meetings, EC representatives made it clear they believed
economic aid can help reduce tensions, while military force only serves to aggravate the regional
conflict. (Basic data from several reports by PRENSA LATINA, REUTERS, NEW YORK TIMES)
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